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After agreeing on the location and general characteristics of a
land use area, the next step is to agree on the problems and the
type of adjustment needed. This means determining, among other
things, whether the present use of the land is the best use. Is the
land being managed in the most effective way? What kind of
adjustment, if any, is needed ? Agreement must be reached on the
particular adjustments needed for each area. In one area the major
need may be a chaiige in farm organisation, perhaps requiring
credit aids and technical advice to assist the farmers in making the
change. In another it may be greater emphasis on soil conservation.
In yet another it may be improved forest management to help
support the people and their local institutions. Retirement of
submarginal farms and aid to people in finding new opportunities
may be needed elsewhere. In many cases a combination of several
different kinds of adjustment might be needed in the same land use
area.
It was decided to undertake this co-operative planning in such
a way that the land use plans for different counties would be com-
parable and could be put together or summarised for purposes of
district, State, regional, and national planning. This meant agree-
ing on a common procedure that could be adapted to local conditions.
The planning organisation does not end with the committees.
Its real foundation is the people of the different neighbourhoods
and communities. The people who are not members of planning
committees take part through public meetings at which the com-
mittees report what they have been doing and free discussion is
encouraged. They participate, too, through individual discussion
with committee members in the course of frequent personal
contacts.1
We said that the farmer crossed the first frontier when the
barter-economy changed into the abstract and rational money-
economy. He passed the second frontier when he became
inescapably entangled in the fluctuations of the world market.
Now he has reached the third frontier, which science will help
to cross. This frontier is a new stimulus, for, behind it, there
lies the land of freedom from want and of individual responsi-
bility rejuvenated as social responsibility.
THE WORK.
Work in the country needs diversification, rationalisation and
co-operation to the same degree as in the towns. All three
factors must be employed on a large scale if they are to be
effective. This will be possible as the result of decentralisation
and dispersal, drawing people from urban areas and re-settling
them in the country, either in villages or in small towns. Diversi-
fication can *be introduced by bringing suitable industry to rural
areas, rationalisation by providing electricity and modern equip-
1 Farmers in a Changing World. Ibid.